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RESUMEN 

INTRODUCTION 

The genus Glossoloma Hanst. belongs to the New World subfamily Gesnerioideae and subtribe Columneinae 
(Weber et al. 2013). Glossoloma is distinguished from closely related genera by the presence of resupinate (up¬ 
side-down) flowers. Glossoloma ranges from Mexico south to Bolivia and is most diverse in the northern Andes 
of Colombia and Ecuador. The genus was recently monographed by Clark (2009) and included 27 species. 
Expeditions to Colombia during the previous two years (Clark 2012) have resulted in many discoveries and the 
subsequent publication of new species (Clark & Clavijo 2012; Clavijo & Clark 2012; Clavijo & Clark 2014; 
Smith et al. 2013). The publication of Glossoloma velutinum increases the total number of species in the genus to 
28 with additional discoveries that will  be published in the near future. 

TAXONOMIC TREATMENT 
Glossoloma velutinum J.L. Clark &  L.A. Rodas, sp. nov. (Fig. 1) type: Colombia. Quindio: Munidpio de Calarca, car- 

Hincapie 101 (holotype: HUQ). 

Terrestrial or epiphytic scandent subshrub; stems erect, rarely branched, to 3 m tall, to 0.7 cm in diameter, 

young, internodes 2.5-8 cm long. Leaves opposite, equal or subequal in a pair; petioles 1.5-2.5 cm long, 
sparsely to densely woolly; blades 4-17 x 2.5-7 cm, elliptic-oblong to obovate, base cuneate to acute, occasion- 

lighter green and velutinous, coriaceous when dry, lateral veins 6-8 per side. Flowers resupinate, appearing 

1-3 cm long, usually velutinous, rarely villous; calyx lobes nearly free, conduplicate with each lobe appressed 
to adjacent lobe and folded lengthwise with the margin curved inward, erect, 4 subequal, 1-3 x 0.6-1.0 cm, 
broadly ovate, base truncate, apex acuminate, margin serrate to laciniate, red to pink, abaxially densely veluti¬ 
nous, adaxially sparsely velutinous; corolla 2.0-3.0 cm long, tubular, gibbous basally on upper surface, long 
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Fig. 1. Glossoloma velutinum J.L. Clark&L.A. Rodas. A. Lateral view of resupinate flower. B. Front view of flower showing androecium on lower surface 
and medial lobe on upper surface. C. Habit. (A-C photographic images of L.A. Rodas 102). 




